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The Monaco Charity Film Festival

Schedule May 5th ~ 11th 2010

*****
DAILY FILM SCREENING from 10h00 to 21h00
OFFICIAL SELECTION (World Cinema)

Hotel Metropole Monte-Carlo
4, avenue de la Madone
BP 19 – MC 98007 Monaco

***
DAY 1. Wednesday, May 5th

10am

Short   

IN THE COMPANY OF SINNERS

Director/Writer/Producer: Michael J. Cahill

Cast: Julian Scott Urena, Leslie Connelly & Michael J. Cahill
*** One man’s redemption is another man’s hell.
USA 2010 – Drama – 11mn

COMPETITION 

Feature 

MIDNIGHT RECKONING aka The Fall of Night

Director/Producer: Derrick Warfel

Cast: Bruce Michael Hall, Persia White & Tony Longo

*** While trapped in a Twilight Zonish high desert environment, a hunted rock musician is forced to confront his whole past life when an eccentric, prophet tells him his has one night left to live.

USA 2008 – Thriller – 88mn 

COMPETETION – Discovery First Feature

***

12pm

Short
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I GO (아이고)

Director /Writer/Producer: Miss Lee Eun-jin

Cast: Jang Heung-kyu

Dongseo University – Im Kwon-teak College of Film & Performing Arts (Pusan, South Korea)

*** You, also, cannot avoid death.

South Korea 2010 – Drama – 19mn  

COMPETITION STUDENT FILM – WORLD PREMIERE

Feature

TAKING ROOT: The Vision of Wangari Maathai

Director/Screenplay/Producers: Lisa Merton & Alan Dater

*** TAKING ROOT follows Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Wangari Maathai in her quest to reclaim her land and her culture through the disarmingly simple act of teaching village women to plant trees:  direct actions that have resulted in restoring environmental literacy, community solidarity, political resolve and hope for Kenya’s future.

USA 2008 – 80mn

OUT OF COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY

***

2pm  

Short 

MY SIMPLE STORY (Hadoutha Sagheeera)

Director/Wrirer: IIzidore Musallam – Producer: Al Jazeera Childeren’s Channel

Cast: Lutof Nowaiser, Juliano Mer Khamis, Valentina Abu Osqa & Tami Spivak

*** A Donkey decides to return from occupied Palestine to his ancestor’s home in Haifa. Sami a nine year old energetic, smart and confident Palestinian Boy, decides to help his friend “the Donkey” in this unusual and exciting journey thru the Occupied West Bank and it’s checkpoints…

Qatar 2008 – Comedy  – 32mn
COMPETITION 
Feature

THE LAND LEFT BEHIND ( La Tierra se Quedo)

Director/Screenplay: Juan Sarmiento G – Producer: Tilman Kolb

*** Three violently displaced individuals fight against their destinies and attempt to build a new away of life from home.

Colombia 2010 – 77mn

COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY – EUROPEAN PREMIERE

Q&A with Director Juan Sarmiento & Producer Tilman Kolb

***

4pm

Feature 
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FAWZEYA'S SECRET RECIPE (Khaltet Fawzeya)
Director: Magdy Ahmed Aly – Screenplay Hanaa Ateia

Cast: Ilham Shaheen, Fathy Abdel Wahab & Nagwa Fouad

*** The Tale of a much-married woman asserting her sexuality while struggling to overcome poverty.

Egypt 2008 – Comedy – 114mn

COMPETITION – World Cinema

***

6pm

Short

REGEN

Director/Screenplay: Michael Chaves – Producer: DAN GOLDWASSER

Cast: Dina Buglione, Will Kohlschreiber, Derek Lux & Greg Benson

*** A mysterious girl with regenerative powers is on the run.

OUT OF COMPETITION USA 2010 – Action Adventure – 4mn 

WORLD PREMIERE

Feature
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THE LOSS OF A TEARDROP DIAMOND

Director: Jodie Markell – Screenplay: Tennessee Williams

Cast: Bryce Dallas Howard, Chris Evans, Ann-Margaret & Ellen Burstyn

*** A newly discovered original screenplay by Tennessee Williams about a rebellious Southern debutante.
OUT-OF-COMPETITION – USA 2008 – Period Romance/Drama – 104mn

OPENING FESTIVAL SCREENING
9pm

Short    
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 IT WOULD BE SPLENDID, YET…

Director/Writer:  Lina Lužytė – Producer: Kęstutis Drazdauskas

Cast: Gabija Ryškuvienė, Rytis Saladžius, Rimantė Valiukaitė, Andrius Paulavičius, Domas Pirštelis, Gintarė Čepukonytė, Irena Jankutė, Sonata Visockaitė, Mykolas Vildžiūnas, Eglė Driukaitė & Dmitrij Denisiuk.

Film School: Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre

*** Lithuania is finally independent. Danguole is entitled to welcome an American press-photographer coming to Lithuania to make a photo reportage. In three days Danguole decides to change the whole world.

Lithuania 2009 – Comedy – 28mn 
COMPETITION- WORLD PREMIERE

In the Presence of Director Lina Lužytė
Feature  
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 KELIN (The Daughter-in-Law)

Director: Ermek Tursunov – Screenplay: ET & Aktan Arym Kubat - Producer: Gulnara Abikeyeva
Cast Gulsharat Zhubyeva, Kuandyk Kystykbaev & Nurzhan Turganbayev
*** A woman is led by her family to her new husband's home, to live with, presumably, his elderly mother and younger brother. Despite being forced into the marriage, she discovers that he is not such a bad catch after all but domestic bliss does not last long.

Kazakhstan 2009 – Epic Drama – 80mn
COMPETITION – World Cinema - WORLD PREMIERE

In the Presence of Kevin Foo & Dina Kossayeva

********

DAY 2. Thursday, May 6th
10am

Feature

EL SENOR PRESIDENTE

Director Romulo Guardia-Granier – Screenplay: RG based on Miguel Angel Asturia’s Nobel Laureate masterpiece “El Senor Presidente” – Producer: Jorge Granier

Cast: Carlos Mata, Gustavo Rodriguez, Chantal Baudaux & Javier Vidal

*** The twisted story of a fierce Dictator, political corruption and chaos, all opposed to an impossible love story in a fictitious Latin American Country.

Venezuela 2008 – Political Drama – 120mn

COMPETITION – Discovery First Feature

***
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12pm
Short

THE STORYMAKER

Director/Screenplay: Emma Rozanski – Producer: John Ma

Cast: Jan Langford-Penny, Donna Brooks, Saban Berryll & Wendy Strehlow

*** A dark Tale about a woman who kills herself with her imagination.

Australia 2009 – Drama – 12mn
COMPETITION

Feature
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GOD LIVES IN THE HIMALAYAS

Director: Sanjay Srinivas – Screenplay: SR, Bala Senthil Kumar & Dhaval Shah - Producer: Jyoti Shetty

Cast: Bijwol Giri, Sapna KC, Sunil Thapa & Malvika Subba

*** A classic story featuring children set amidst the scenic splendor of the mighty Himalayas.

India 2009 – Family Drama – 95mn

COMPETITION – Discovery First Feature – European Premiere

2pm

Short 

THE PALACE OF DREAMS (꿈의 궁전)

Director/Writer: Miss Jung Ji-yeon

Cast: Tae Won – JUNG , & Chang Seok - YOO

DongSeo University – Im Kwon-teak College of Film & Performing Arts (Pusan, South Korea)

*** A Boy does not know the meaning of Death. So he thinks that it is better than life. So I want to express another side of Death.

South Korea 2010 – 17mn 

COMPETITION TUDENT FILM – WORLD PREMIERE 
Feature 
EVERYTHING WILL HAPPEN BEFORE YOU DIE

Director: Dan Finkel – Screenplay: DF & Brian McGuire - Producers:  Michelle Borth &  Dean Paraskevopoulos
Cast:  Brian McGuire, Bret Roberts, Nick Stahl & Anita Briem

*** Doran has 8hrs to throw Edgar a bachelor's party. The two friends embark on a narcotic induced adventure on the streets of Hollywood that unexpectedly raises questions of God, love and marriage.

USA 2010 – Comedy – 85mn

COMPETITION – Discovery First Feature – WORLD PREMIERE
In the Presence of Director Dan Finkel & Actors/Screenwriter Brian McGuire and Bret Roberts & Joseph Capone
***

4pm 

HEROES OF CONSCIENCE: THE US "NON-VIOLENCE" PEACE MOVEMENT
WORLD PREMIERE

a Program of Shorts 
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3 SHORTS

DAVID HARRIS, POLITICAL PRISONER

Director/Screenplay: Neil Reichline

*** Neil Reichline’s first Documentary records the logic of political Resistance through interviews with U.S. political activist and former Stanford University student body president, David Harris, and through the final speech David Harris made before he was taken to Federal Prison as a draft resister.

USA 1971 – Documentary – 25mn
THE RESISTER

Director/Screenplay: Charles Domokos

Narrator: Robert Grant

*** Bill Garaway, a Los Angeles draft resister, receives a five year prison sentence and is released on bail while he files a court appeal. Noted Film Critic Kevin Thomas wrote in the “Los Angeles Times” review of the film: “‘The Resister”  documents six months in the life of Bill Garaway as he waits out his appeal on a draft evasion conviction. It is not only the story of Garaway, but of an entire generation of young people who began by protesting Vietnam and have ended up creating a counterculture.”

USA 1971 – Documentary – 30mn

TOGETHER AT THE INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF NON-VIOLENCE

Director: Robert Silverthorne & Attila Domokos  – Producer/Screenplay: RS

*** This film documents the early days of political activist Ira Sandperl and folk-singer Joan Baez’ “Institute for the Study of Non-Violence” in Monterey and Palo Alto, California, the groundbreaking American organization that put Gandhi’s non-violent ideas of political action into practice in the U.S. The film also examines the relationship between American Universities such as Stanford University and the U.S. military-industrial complex.

USA 1970 – Documentary – 35mn

***
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In the Presence of  Director Charles Domokos
************
6pm

Short
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FATOUSH

Director: Hisham Abdel Khalek – Screenplay:  HAK & Olivier Delesse – Producer: So Freakantastic

Cast: Hiam Abbass, Salim Kechiouche, Elias Abboud & Myriam Guergous

*** A dream that may not happen…

France/Germany/Palestine 2009 – 9mn 
COMPETITION – European Premiere

Feature 

THE SHADOWLESS (Golgesizler)

Director/Screenplay: Umit Unal – Producer: Hakan Karahan

Cast: Taner Birsel, Arsen Gürzap, Hakan Karahan & Bigkem Karavus

*** A barber working in Istanbul longs to be 'both here and far, far away'. And one day, without warning, he takes himself off and disappears abruptly into the great far away. The barber settles in a far-flung village, and as chance would have it the one-time local barber, Jingle Nuri, vanished from the place years ago.

Turkey 2009 – Drama – 97mn

COMPETITION – World Cinema

9pm
Short
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TRUST

Director/Screenplay: Zdenka Simandlova – Producers: ZS & Billy Marshall Stoneking

Cast: Tom Pelik, Radek Jonak & Lech Mackiewicz

*** A prisoner’s confession, gained by the means of psychological pressure, reveals that there’s much more at stake than the game’s purpose of toughening up inmates decided to play – their mutual trust is at stake.

Australia 2009 – Drama – 11mn
COMPETITION –WORLD PREMIERE

Feature

FATHER AND GUNS (De Père en Flic)

Director:  Emile Gaudreault – Screenplay: EG & Ian Lauzon - Producers: Denise Robert & Daniel Louis

Cast: Michel Côté, Louis-José Houde, Rémy Girard, Caroline Dhavernas & Robin Aubert

*** Father and Guns combines the strengths of a classic comedy pop thriller with a study of a 

dysfunctional, father-son relationship.

Canada 2009 – Comedy – 106mn

COMPETITION – World Cinema

************

DAY 3. Friday, May 7th
10am
Feature  
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31 NORTH 62 EAST

Director/Producer: Tristan Loraine – Screenwriter: Leofwine Loraine and Tristan Loraine
Cast: Heather Peace, Marina Sirtis, John Rhys-Davies, Mimi Ferrer & George Calil

*** A psychological thriller about how an elite SAS unit's position, is revealed by the British Prime Minister; to ensure an arms deal goes ahead and to secure his re-election.

UK 2009 – Psychological/Political Thriller – 99mn

COMPETITION – Discovery First Feature

In the Presence of Natalie Sadhwani

***
12pm

Short
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FORGOTTEN

Director: Reuel Kim – Producer/Screenplay: Sun W. Kim

Cast: Jun Kim, Val Lauren, Trip Hope, James Jeffrey, Caldwell Arden, Arden Cho & Marian Michaels

*** Forgotten is a film about 2 FBI agents, told against the backdrop of domestic human trafficking.

USA 2009 – Thriller – 25mn 

COMPETITION –European Premiere

Feature

CERTIFIABLY JONATHAN

Director/Story: Jim Pasternak – Producer: Richard Marshall

Cast: Jonathan Winters and Robin Williams, Jeffrey Tambor, Ryan Stiles, Sarah Silverman, Rob Reiner, Gary Owens, Howie Mandel, Robert Klein, Jimmy Kimmel, Nora Dunn, Kevin Dunn, Tim Conway, Rosanna Arquette, Patricia Arquette & David Arquette

*** CERTIFIABLY JONATHAN is a comedy/mockumentary that weaves in and out of the bi-polar world of comedy genius, Jonathan Winters, where reality and fantasy collide.

USA 2008 – Documentary/Mockumentary – 79mn

COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY – European Premiere
2pm
Short

PRETTY LITTLE DOGGIE

Director/Writer/Producer: E. Ivan Infante

Cast: Sigfrido Echegoyen, Angela Schnaible,  John Kelly, Jimmy as Bobo.  Animals by Paws for Effect.

*** Sometimes the best results come from the worst intentions.

USA 2010 – Comedy – 7mn

COMPETITION
[image: image14.jpg]



&

Double Feature
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A HISTORY LESSON (Darson Fel Tareekh)

Director/Screenplay: Hady Zaccak – Producer: Issam Dakroub (Al Jazeera)

Lebanon/Qatar 2009 – Social Documentary – 51mn

*** This Documentary follows history classes in five different schools located in the Greater Beirut. The History of Lebanon has been in arrested development since the Country’s Independence.

OUT-OF-COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY

&

THE WAR OF PEACE (Harb el Salam)

Director: Hady Zaccak  - Screenplay Diana Moukalled & HZ – Producer: Jerry Mosier

Lebanon/UAE 2007 – Social Documentary – 53mn 

*** The agitations in a divided Lebanon after the July 2006 War lived by several young Lebanese adults.

OUT-OF-COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY 

 ***
4pm

Feature 

BROKEN PROMISE (Nedodrzaný slub)
Director: Jiri Chlumsky  - Screenplay: Martin Friedmann-Petrásek (autobiography) & Jan Novák ~ Producer: Iveta Cerna – Ivanova

Cast: Samo Spisak, Ondrej Vetchy, Marian Slovak, Ina Gogalova & Eva Kerekesova

*** A true story of a Jewish boy Martin, talented soccer player, has to make a risky lifetime decisions in order to survive in WWII….

Slovakia 2009 – Drama – 129mn

COMPETITION – World Cinema

************
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6pm

Short
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JUNCTION

Directors: Youmna Aoukar, Alexandre Marchetti & Renee Chao

Cast: Colin Faber, Charles Blass, Todd Miller, Onka’a Davis

University: Parsons School of  Design (New York City)

*** Junction is about people with talent but often not heard.

USA 2009 – Social – 12mn 

COMPETITION STUDENT FILM –WORLD PREMIERE

Q&A with Director Youmna Aoukar

&

Feature
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RESTORATION (회복)
Director/Screenplay: Kim  Jong-chul – Producers: Lee Im-j00 & Kim Sung-kwun

Narration: Park Ji-yoon

*** A Story of the Messianic Jews in the Holly Land.

South Korea 2009 – 94mn

COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY – WORLD PREMIERE

Q&A with Director Kim Jong-chul & Producer Lee Im-joo

***

9pm

Feature 
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LENINGRAD

Director/Screenplay: Aleksandr Buravsky

Cast: Gabriel Byrne, Mira Sorvino, Aleksandr Abdulov Arrmin Mueller-Stahl & Olga Sutulova

*** When in 1941 Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet Union, their troops quickly besieged Leningrad. Foreign journalists are evacuated but one of them, Kate Davies, is presumed dead and misses the plane.

Russia/UK 2008 – War Drama – 106mn

COMPETITION – World Cinema

In the Presence of Director Aleksander Buravsky

DAY 4. Saturday, May 8th
10am

Short

MONSTERS

Director:/Screenplay: Thomas Ko – Producer: Sebastian Lee

Cast: Joe Seo,Terumi Shimazu & Robin Zamora

*** When “he” whispers, murder outbreaks.

USA 2008 – Thriller – 27mn
COMPETITION – European Premiere
Feature
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SWISHBUCKLERS

Director/Screenplay: Yule Caise – Producer: Francois Petit & Wayne Pere

Cast: Billy Francesca, Francois Petit, Luke La Fontaine & Maurice Nero

*** Three macho Martial Artists join an all gay production of the Three Musketeers in order to save their Dojo.

USA 2010 – Comedy – 86mn

COMPETITION – Discovery First Feature – WORLD PREMIERE

12pm

Short

THE NORTH ROAD (Tariq ila Shimal)

Director/Screenplay: Carlos Chahine – Producer: Samuel Chauvin & Paul Saadoun

Cast: CC, Matthieu Marie, Camille Figuereo & Fadi Abi Samra

*** Karim, mid 40’s, lives in France since his early teenage years. For the first time in many years he returns to Lebanon to transfer his father’s remains, who died during the war, from Beirut to his home village.

Lebanon/France 2009 – Drama – 25mn –
COMPETITION - European Premiere

Feature

[image: image22.jpg]



PAULISTA (Quanto Dura o Amor?)

Director: Roberto Moreira Screenplay: RM & Anna Muylaert – Producer: Georgia Costa Araujo

Cast: Silvia Lourenco, Danni Carlos, Paulo Velhena, Maria Clara Spinelli

*** Three people trying to find love in the big city of Sao Paulo.

Brazil 2009 – Drama – 88mn

COMPETITION – Tribute to Recent Brazilian Cinema

***

2pm -3:45pm
Panel Discussion: 

ROADMAP FOR INDEPENDENT FEATURES
Presided by Professor Charles Domokos with Directors Alejandro Padilla Gonzales-Padilla, Dan Finkel & Michael Ryan Lawrence.
********
3:30pm

Shorts Showcase from Lebanon Sponsored by

NDU (Notre Dame University, Lebanon) in the Presence of all Filmmakers
4th Prize Winner @ NDUFF
IN THE WOMB OF MY MIND

Director/Screenplay: Sara Boutine

Cast: Mariam El Naser, Elliot terz, Muhannad Harriri & Nour Boutine.
University: LAU (Lebanese American University, Lebanon)

*** Triggered by her need to move and feel again. Lara uses her bus to travel back into fading memories. Will fingers play with or against her?

Lebanon 2009 – Fiction/Fantasy – 9mn 
STUDENT FILM - COMPETITION –European Premiere

***
LYES (Elias)

Director/Screenplay: Jessica Younes – Producers: Antoine Younes- Anthony Younes & JY

Cast: Joseph Azoury & Elham Abi Rached

University: NDU

*** It is the possibility of having a dream come true that makes life interesting.

Lebanon 2010 – Dark Comedy – 15mn

STUDENT FILM - COMPETITION –WORLD PREMIERE
***

(LE) PRINTEMPS AILLEURS (Spring Elsewhere)

Director/Screenplay/Producer: Ingrid Bawab

Cast: Elie Skaff, Saad Shaar, Dimah Taouk, Joy Bawab, Lise Bawab & Joelle Habib

University: NDU (Notre Dame University, Lebanon)
***  Claude 24 years old guy knows that war is near, but his friends are dreaming of another Lebanon. Le Printemps Ailleurs is a short movie that tries to gain back good memories before the war.

Lebanon 2010 – Drama – 11mn
STUDENT FILM - COMPETITIO N –WORLD PREMIERE
***

3rd Prize Winner @ NDUFF
TABEK BELWOUJ
Director/Screenplay: Alain Donio

Cast: Mohamed Mokbel, Hani El Khatib & Lara Matar

University: ALBA (Academie Libanaise des Beaux-Arts, Beirut, Lebanon)

*** A love story that unfolds till obsession

Lebanon 2009 – Drama – 27mn
STUDENT FILM - COMPETITION – European Premiere

***
TALK TO THE BRAIN

Director/Screenplay/Producer: Naji Beshara

Cast: Dr. Joseph Bechara, Raul Mallat, Fouad Habr, Hala Halaoui &Lynn Dagher

University: NDU

*** In a typical private Catholic School, a fascist Rector does whatever it takes to raise a worthy generation.

Lebanon 2010 – Drama/Satire  – 15mn
STUDENT FILM - COMPETITION –WORLD PREMIERE

***
TO PEEL THE UNKNOWN (A Peler l’Inconu)

Director/Screenplay: Dimah Tawk – Producer: IBS Multimedia

Cast: Ingrid Bawab, Fouad Fadel, & Mark Najjar
University: NDU

*** Ever since the beginning of time, humanity is being haunted by the mystery of death. Ceaselessly we search to solve that enigma, yet to no avail.

To Peel the Unknown is the story of a young girl who experiences an uncertainty about her real  existence, the constant fear of death that erodes her thoughts brings her up to a conflict of deicing between giving up her life or facing the logic of her own self existence.

Lebanon 2010 – Experimental –  13mn
STUDENT FILM - COMPETITION –WORLD PREMIERE

***

2nd Prize Winner @ NDUFF
EMPTY TALK

Director/Screenplay: Amanda Abou Abdallah  - Produced: Liliane Hanbali
Cast: Patricia Khoury, Dzovig Torikian, Sandy Hnoud, Rana Eid & Nathaly Lahoud.

University: USEK (Universite Saint Esprit, Kaslik, Lebanon)

*** 5 different Lebanese women living in Lebanon, talking about their inner struggles, fears, dream and self-image.

Lebanon 2009 – Experimental – 11mn
STUDENT FILM -  COMPETITION – WORLD PREMIERE

***
Winner 1st Prize @ NDUFF
(LE) TEMPS DES CERISES

Director/Screenplay: Robert Cremona

Cast: Olga Fleonova & Yann Maricamp.
University: IESAV (University Saint Joseph, Beirut, Lebanon)

*** In “The Quiet town where nothing goes wrong” Alice, 13 years old, is waiting for the train that will take her far away, to a land where she would be free to enjoy the simple things in life…Her wish started to come true the day she fell on the mysterious paper that reads, “Congratulations you have won a one way ticket to ‘Le Temps des Cerises’ »

Lebanon  2009 – Fantay/Drama – 21mn 
  COMPETITION STUDENT FILM - European Premiere
************
6:30pm
Feature
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RIWAYAT  (Tradition)

Director: Vijay Patkar – Screenplay/Producers: Dr. Sanjay Patole & Dr.  Ajay Rane
Cast:  Samapika , Khalis Siddique, Narendra Jah, Sourabh Dubey &   Salil Ankola

*** A Musical Love Story set against the backdrop of serious social issue: the missing 100 million girls….

INDIA 2010 – Musical Drama – 118mn
COMPETITION – Discovery First Feature – WORLD PREMIERE

In the Presence of Producer Dr. Ajay Rane
***

9pm

Short  

GREAT EXPECTATIONS

Director/Written/Producer: Alexei Gubenco

University: Hyperion University, Bucharest, Romania

*** A drying handkerchief is tempted by the passing cranes.

Romania 2008  – Animation – 3mn

OUT OF COMPETITION
Feature 
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REGRESA (Love Therapy)

Director/Producer:  Alejandro Gonzales-Padilla - Screenplay: Monica Abin & AGP

Cast: Jaime Camil, Blanca Soto & Javier Tolosa

*** When her husband Ernesto throws himself into work and refuses to start a family, Maria begins to think he is having an affair and turns to hypnosis to help her understand her relationship. But when the therapist ends the session, she doesn't come back as herself. Instead, Maria is convinced she is a Basque princess from the 15th century, who is engaged to a prince from that time.

Mexico/Spain 2010 – Romantic Comedy – 95mn
COMPETITION – World Cinema – WORLD PREMIERE

Q&A with Director Writer Alejandro Gonzales Padilla & Star Jaime Camil and Casting Director Isabel Menchaca

DAY 5. Sunday, May 9th
10am
Short 
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THE PROJECT (El Machroua)

Director/Screenplay: Mohamed Ali Nahdi – Producer: MAN & SVP Productions

Cast: Saif Manai, Souad Mahassen & Ahmed Landolsi

Things are happening, but is it really happening in “real life”!

Tunisia 2009 – Action/Drama – 24mn 

COMPETITION – European Premiere
Feature

SING FOR DARFUR

Director/Writer :  Johan Kramer – Producer: Jony van Hees  & Esther Udaeta
Cast: Melina Mathews & Pere Molina
Forty different mini-stories come together on the day a worldwide popconcert for Darfur is being held in Barcelona and we discover that the tragedy in Sudan has a different meaning for everyone, but brings some magic for those who care.

Netherlands 2008 – Drama – 78mn
OUT OF COMPRTITION – Discovery First Feature
***
12pm

Short
THE MASTERPIECE

Director/Writer Courtney Lauren Penn 

Cast: Tyler Hollinger & Norm Golden

Creativity can be maddening.

USA 2010- Comedy Drama – 10mn 

OUT OF COMPETITION – WORLD PREMIERE
In the Presence of Director Courtney Lauren Penn
Feature 
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TAPESTRIES OF HOPE

Director: Michealene Cristini Risley – Screenplay: Susan Black & MCR

*** Tapestries of Hope is an astounding story, told through the eyes of filmmaker Michealene  Cristini Risley. The film shares her sojourn to Africa as she investigates the longstanding myths surrounding the power of virgin blood, including its ability to cure HIV/AIDS.

USA 2009 – 77mn 

COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY – WORLD PREMIERE

***
2pm

Short 

OUT OF COMPETITION (Hors Competition)

Director: Hugues Philippart – Producers: HP & Sam Saragam

Cast: The Monaco Charity Film Festival

*** Armen & Hugues, two independent filmmakers are promoting their own Documentary “Tjukurrpa, the Dream Time” at last year’s MCFF.

France 2010 – Humor – 13mn

OUT OF COMPETITION –WORLD PREMIERE

Feature 

GRAND JURY PRIZE MCFF 2009 FEATURE or SHORT for most outstanding Movie to HOLODOMOR (Short Version)
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HOLODOMOR: UKRAINE’S GENOCIDE

Director/Screenplay: Bobby Leigh – Producers: Producer: BL & Marta Tomkiw

*** The biggest lie, the best kept secret.

USA/Canada/ Ukraine 2010 – Documentary – 93mn 

OUT OF COMPETITION – WORLD PREMIERE

***
4pm

Short

JACK IN THE BOX

Director/Writer: Michael Ryan Lawrence – Producer: Nance Nickels

Cast: Brandon DeLany, John Rubinow, Todd Scalia, Mike McNamee, Joe Richie, Max Webb, Courtney Black, Monique Zordan, Michael Ryan Lawrence & Hayley Karl

Film School: The Los Angeles Film School

*** In this business you have to take what you want, sometimes kicking and screaming.

USA 2009 – Comedy – 28mn 

COMPETITION STUDENT FILM – WORLD PREMIERE

Q&A with Director/Writer Michael Ryan Lawrence

Feature

NESHOBA: THE PRICE OF FREEDOM

Directors/Producers: Micki Dickoff & Tony Pagano – Screenplay: MD

Cast:  Carolyn Goodman, Fannie Lee Chaney, Ben Chaney, Stephen Schwerner, Rita Bender, Jerry Mitchell, Dave Dennis, Hollis Watkins, Florence Mars, Philadelphia Coalition, Preacher Edgar Ray Killen.

*** 40 years after the murders of three civil rights workers, a Mississippi town struggles to face its violent, racist past by finally telling the unvarnished truth.

USA 2010 – 86mn 

 COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY – EUROPEAN PREMIERE

***

6pm

Short
TURNING JAPANESE

Director/Writer: Paul Bickel - Producer: Joe Lamirand, Christi Allen, David Ho & PB

Cast: Brian Austin Green, Zibby Allen, Genevieve Wilson

*** A couple struggling with their finances stumble upon an unusual roommate and exploit her bizarre nightly episodes.  It’s a good, happy, fun, smile, laugh time.

USA 2010 – Comedy – 20mn – EUROPEAN PREMIERE

Q&A with Director/Writer Paul Bickel
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Feature

HOUSE BROKEN

Director/Screenplay: Sam Harper – Producers: Richard Heller & Wayne Allan Rice

Cast: Danny DeVito, Ryan Hansen, Brie Larson & Katey Sagal

*** In order to enjoy his retirement, a father takes drastic measures to get his twenty something, slacker sons to move out and fend for themselves

USA 2009 – 91mn – Comedy

COMPETITION – Discovery First Feature – WORLD PREMIERE
9pm

CENTERPIECE SCREENING

Feature 
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BY THE WILL OF GENGHIS KHAN

“Tayna Chingis Khaana” (The Secret of Chingis Khaan)
Director:  Andrei BORISOV (Minister for Culture & Intellectual Development  of the Sakha Republic Yakutia, Russian Federation) – Screenplay: Nikolay Luginov  -  Producer: Vladimir IVANOV (Russia), Ichinkhorloo NYAMGAVAA (Mongolia), Sarnai TESSITORE (USA)

Cast: Eduard ONDAR,  Orgil MAKHAAN, Tu MEN & Gernot GRIMM

*** Same as the ancient epic, the film By the Will of Genghis Khan is a vivid, multidimensional narration about the character’s life, extended both in time and space. It covers the period from birth of a boy named Temujin and up to his becoming the emperor Genghis Khan. The plot is rich with events and inextricably interwoven fates of those, who wrote the story of Genghis Khan along with him.

Russia/Mongolia/USA 2009 – Epic Bio – 122mn

OUT OF COMPETITION – World Cinema

Q&A with Producer Vladimir Ivanov 
********
DAY 6. Monday, May1oth
10am

Short
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A Strawberry (딸기  )

Director/Writer/Producer: Kim Bong-joon

Cast: Kim Mi-jung & Cho Ho-chun

DongSeo University – Im Kwon-teak College of Film & Performing Arts (Pusan, South Korea)

*** Women’s pain will continue.

South Korea 2010 – Drama – 9mn  

COMPETITION STUDENT SHORT – WORLD PREMIERE

Feature

A SINGLE WOMAN

Director/Producer: Kamala Lopez – Screenplay: Jeanmarie Simpson

Cast: Jeanmarie Simpson, Patricia Arquette, Peter Coyote, Karen Black, Frances Fisher, Margot Kidder & Elizabeth Pena

*** The story of the 1st US Congresswoman Jeanette Rankin, noted pacifist and co-founder of the ACLU.

USA 2008 – 92mn

COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY – EUROPEAN PREMIERE

***

12pm
Short

hummingbird
Director/Producer: Holly Mosher

*** Hummingbird, goes onto the streets of Brazil – a world capital for sex tourism – to see the harsh reality kids face and then shows the empowering work of two non-profits who help break the cycle of domestic violence, giving people a second chance.

OUT OF COMPETITION – USA 2007 – 48mn
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FEATURE

WINTER NIGHTS

Director/Producer/Screenplay: Ari Dasa

Cast:   Wayne Roberts, Melissa Nearman, Justin Levine, Christina Diaz, Sarah Sido & David Pevsner

*** Romantic vignettes of love and loss in Los Angeles.

USA 2010 – Experimental Drama – 53mn

COMPETITION – Discovery First Feature – WORLD PREMIERE

2pm

Short

THE WALKWAY (Przejscie)

Dircetor/Writer/Producer: Paulina Gedymin

With the People of Breslau, Poland

*** We are so different, but yet so similar in our everyday situations.

Poland 2010 – Documentary – 4mn  

COMPETITION – WORLD PREMIERE

Feature 
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HONEY, I’M IN LOVE (LE GRAND DEPART)

Director/Screenplay: Claude Meunier – Producer: Denise Robert & Daniel Louis

Cast: Marc Messier, Guylaine Tremblay &  Remy Gerard

*** Can one really leave a wife and children behind and start a new life from scratch?

Canada 2008 – Comedy – 100mn

COMPETITION – Discovery First Feature
***
4pm

Short 

DEFECT

Director/Screenplay: Zdenka Simandlova – Producers: ZS & Billy Marshall

Cast: Tom Pelik, Gosia Dobrowolska, Peter Astridge, Avril Vorsay, Radek Jonak

*** A student’s sudden suspicion during an attempt to flee the oppression of the communist regime leads to a murder of an innocent man.

Australia 2009 – Political Thriller – 13mn
COMPETITION –European Premiere

Q&A with Director/Writer Zdenka Simandlova

Feature 
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THE SILENT ARMY (Wit Licht)

Director/Screenplay: Jean Van De Velde

Cast: Jacqueline Blom, Marco Borsato & Adrian Galley

*** Child soldiers in Africa are at the fore in this tale of a white restaurant owner in an African town bordering a conflict zone. When his son's African friend Abu is abducted, he sets out to find the boy, and walks right into a training camp exploiting children like Abu.

Netherlands 2008 – Drama – 92mn
COMPETITION – World Cinema

6pm
Short 

DEAD CAT BOUNCE

Director: Daric Gates – Screenplay: Joshua J. Durkin – Producers: Matthew J. Ryan & Rachel Stratman

Cast: Joshua Durkin, Nathan Marlowe, Greg Osbourne  & Christina Iannuzzi

*** A wall Street Broker discovers the secret code to the stock market and goes head to head with an underground society that’s been controlling the World Market since the fall of the Roman Empire.

USA 2020 – Thriller – 30mn
COMPETITION - European premiere

Q & A with Director Daric Gates [image: image36.jpg]



Feature

KIMJONGILIA

Director/Screenplay: N.C. Heikin

*** For some, the Korean War was a clear example of American imperialism. For others, it was a valiant effort on the part of the UN and the Koreans to quash the spread of communism. For all Koreans, it was a tragedy. The country was not just divided; it was devastated. The death toll was astronomical, and the destruction profound. Many engage in assigning blame for the war according to their political beliefs, but this is a useless exercise. The point is that the human rights situation in North Korea today is catastrophic. KIMJONGILIA is the first film to let North Korean refugees tell their stories in their own words.

USA/France/South Korea 2009 – 75mn 
COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY 

Q & A with Director/Writer N.C. Heikin

***

9pm

Feature    
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BATHORY

Director/Screenplay:  Juraj Jakubisko  - Producer: Deana Jakubiskova

Cas:t  Anna Friel, Vincent Regan, Karel Rodel, Hans Matheson, Deana Horvathova & Franco Nero

*** Bathory is based on the legend surrounding the beautiful Hungarian Countess Erzsebeth Bathory, proclaimed as the most prolific murderess in the history of mankind, who tortured young virgins to bathe in their blood, or could she have been a victim of the political elite in a century heaving with religious wars and witch-hunts?

Czech Republic 2008 – History/Drama – 138mn

COMPETITION – World cinema

************

DAY 7. Tuesday, May11th
10am

Short

WHERE IS SHE? LEBANON!

Director/Screenplay: Chris Kriesa

*** 3rd  part of the Saga WHERE IS SHE? First 2 were screened at MCFF: Where is She? India! and Where is She? Brazil!

USA 2010 – Road Movie – 20mn
OUT-OF-COMPETITION –WORLD PREMIERE

Q&A with Director Chris Kriesa

Feature
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GOD NO SAY SO

Director/Producer/Screenplay: Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky

*** “The hand you have voted with for the civilian government,” rebels would say, “you will never vote with again.”

God is the backdrop, not the centerpiece, for this film about a flourish of humanity in the wake of evil disaster in West Africa.

Sierra Leone/Switzerland 2009 – 88mn

COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY

12pm

Short

THE SCENTS OF SHADOWS (عبق الظلال)

Director: Hafez Ali Abdulla – Screenplay: Addulrahamm Mohsen – Producer: Hafez Ali & Hamad Ali

*** The story of Cinema houses in Qatar.

Qatar 2009  – Documentary – 27mn
COMPETITION

Feature 
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MEETING ANDREI TARKOVSKY
Director/Screenplay/ Producer: Dmitry Trakovsky

*** A young Filmmaker’s Journey from Los Angeles to Moscowby way of Italy trying to decipher what the late Filmmaker genius Andrei Tarkovsky meant when he mysteriously proclaimed: “Death does not exist!”

USA 2009 – 90mn

COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY

Q&A with Director/Writer Dmitry Trakovsky

***

2pm

Double Feature: 

LEAVING THE FOLD

Director/Screenplay: Eric R. Scott – Producers: Frederic Bohbot & Ivan Beloff

*** A Film about young people born and raised within the ultra-Orthodox Jewish world who no longer wish to remain on the inside.

Canada 2008 – Social Documentary – 53mn

  COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY – EUROPEAN PREMIERE

&
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KIDS WITH CAMERAS

Director/Producer Alex Rotaru

Cast: Brad Koepenick

*** Autistic Children create Art guided by an exceptional Educator.

USA 2010 – Social Documentary – 52mn

COMPETITION DOCUMENTARY – WORLD PREMIERE

Q&A with Director Alex Rotaru

CLOSING GALA SCREENING

4pm

Feature 
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JOHN RABE

Director/Screemplay: Florian Gallenberger – Producer: Hoffman & Vosges EntertainmentGmbH, EOS Entertainment, Majestic Filmproduktion, Pampa Production

Cast: Ulrich TUKUR, Daniel BRÜHL, Steve BUSCEMI, Anne CONSIGNY, Dagmar MANZAL, Zhang JINGCHU, Mathias HERRMANN
*** Revolted by the Japanese’s cruelty during the rape of Nanjing (1937-38), the German director of Siemens (Ulrich TUKUR), who’s registered at the Nazi party, will do everything possible to save the Chinese from this massacre, with helps of an American medical (Steve BUSCEMI) and a French teacher (Anne CONSIGNY).

Germany/China/France 2009 – Biography/Drama – 134mn
COMPETITION – World Cinema

In the Presence of Producer Nicolas Traube

************
